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Introaluc t 1on

On the mornlng of Aprll 3, l9?5, a vlolent thunilers torm.
fhlsh end ed at' Ir35 e.n. ' turned. out to be the prelude for a
dlsplay of UFO slghtlngs ln the Southeastern part of North
Carollna. Spreadlng ltself over a seven county area' a ny-
sterlous flylng sraft was seen and reported by no less than
thlrty law enforcement offlcers rulthln a three day perloal.

Descrtptlons conlng lnto the Robeson County Sherlffrs
Departnent, located ln Lumberton, N.C., were renarkably sln-
t1ar...the rfltnesses were also n1Ies apart. The obJect was
descrlbed as V-shapedr wlth a row of red. 11ghts on one sldet
and a row of red-green Llghts on the other slclel lt also had
one, sonetlnes twor spotllghts or headllghts. The movenents
of the obJect $hlch detemlned classifying lt as a UFO con-
slsteil of (a) hoverlng over water towersl (b) executlng 90-
d.egree angle turns dlrectly over offlcersr headst (c) shln-
lng a spotllght down to the Sround i (tt) zlgzagglng back and
forth motlons ln the alrl (e) causlng electrlcal nalfunctlonsl
antt (f) In every case, especlal]y tturlng close-up observatlons,
the witnesses all testlflett that the obJect nevet mad.e any
type of sound..

After the lnltlal reports began to corne lnto the ther-
lffrs tlepartroent at 1r4J a.rn. on Thursclay nornlng, Sherlffrs
Dlspatch-r, Bonn fhonpson called the Center For UFO Studles
to lnforn the Center of the sudden actlvlty. Thonpson sald
he dldnr t glve any d.escrlptlon of the UFO ln hls dlspatches
and ras amazed at the slnllarlty of descrlptlons reported
back to hln by the pollce offlcers anal deputles ln the ares.
The center obvlously felt that these s18htlngs warrented' fur-
ther lnvestlgatlon.

On Thursalay evenln8, Aprll J' a UPI ners releaser con- '*

cernlng the Lunberton slghtlngs' was transnltted. acrose the
country. Mr. Jay ltol-tz. News Dlrector of rad.lo statlon TFI|Io,
a nenber of the Natlonal lIFo News Info:matlon Netrorkr called
ln the storyr whlch attracted some rnedla attentlon. The Na-
tlonal Star phoned ne on Frlday mornlng, the 4th1 and asked
lf lrd care to fly d.own to Lunberton wlth one of thelr re-
portersr Mr. Paul Dougherty, and covet the sltuatlon flret-
nand. ifter conferrlng fflth Dr. Hynek on the matter' I found
Byself en route to No. Carollna, serlousLy wonderlng vthat.lt
wirs that nad e so nany Lar enforceroent people begln to beLleve
ln UFO/s.

.ii.

Arrlvlng ln Fayettevlller N.C. (approrlnately 40 nlles
north of Lwnberton) by alrr Save ne a chance to see what
type of land./terraln we were deallng r1th. If one consld-
eis Lunberton as a central polnt and draws a radlug-of 35
rff." f.t any glven d.lrectlon, we see. a Seography -qllt".:31:pattble wltir nany UFO slghtlngs 1l the past' swannps t rErf,eg!

ili;kit u"ttrua io".it-ilt'a, Eanars.,w?!:" !:l"H: T?i:.:l:"-iliill'ir'iJ;:il-;;:;i;"1!ii-iot"""o it"r'a"' and the Atr'antlo

* s6s p1 1!.
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ocean coaatllne to the east. If, lnileed, we are iteallng
wlth a genulne UFO here, I thought, at least lt nust feel
thls ls fan1llar terrltory. However, I arrlved 1n Lunber-
ton to try and flndl If posalble' a logloal and natural
way of explalnlng what 1t was that these credlble and re-
Llable people were vlerlng. I was soon to swallow ny ob-
Jectlvlty a bltr wlth the sequence of events that was to
fo11ow.

the Inltlal Siehtlngs

It nlght d.o well at thls polnt to traoe back to what
started thLs 1lttle nflapr, anal follolt the chaln of obser-
vstlons ln order to enlerSe the entlre plcture.

The slghtlngs begen at lt45 a.n. ' Thursclay r r*hen three
Lumberton patrolnen, on-d.uty and. ln the vlclnlty of N.C. 211
antt 101 (state roacts) r saw a strenge llght 1n the sky near
the water tower behlnd Lunberton lllgh School. The offlcers
nere Phll Stanton, P.. Il. Atklnson and Ne1l McCotulck.iI looked north over the weter tower and saw a round t
whlte llghtrn Atklnson sald later. iNell was ln the ear
besldg ne and he saw lt, too. I thought lt was a hellcop-
ter at fIrst. It appeared to be naklng an arc of about 180 -
degrees. We started. ilown FayettevlLle Boad to get a better
lookr and then lt ra8 goReor

PhlI Stanton' Lunberton Clty PatrolEan, was alone ln
hls poLlce car. iI was approxlnately 200 yds. fron the wa-
ter tower, and. thought the craft was a hellcopter when I saw
It hoverlng over the tower. When I got closerr srltched' ny
notor off and got out of the carl thatr s when I saw lt cl-ose-
up. It was trlangular-shaped. wlth a row of llghts clown each
slder and. one blg spotll8ht on the front. I estlnated lt
to be tJO-200 feet off the ground, because the water tower ls
only 200 feet hlghr and the craft lookeal Llke lt was Just
about the slze of ny patrol car. I saw a bean of l1ght con-
lng down fron the frott of the objectr whlch was statlonary
at thls tlne.. othe 1!-ght $es Just dlrected stralght down.
Hhen I got out of the patrol car to hear any posslble sound
fron the obJectr the llght went out and the thlng Just took
off at e tcrrlflc rat.e of speed., naklng no sound.. i *

Aftcr the roJ""FoH*ey, stanton notlceal lt ras ltead.- -..-lng towards gt. Peuls ( about 1 J rnlles duP--NgEqI ) and he rad - -

toetl St. PauLg Pollce car #BB to be on the lookout for lt.
Patrolnan Errfest Haclntand clvtltan John tloPherson were

ln the St. Paule-F6'flffit l on wheh they heard the call fron
Phll Stanton that a UFO had been seen heedlng north fron Lua-

.!r berton along route 101. The tro got lnto llaglnrE patrol ca!
,r.'- i,.end headed south on 301, About two mlLes out of town they' saw a b1lndIng flash of 11ght ithlch rr Just 1lt up the nooda

j(t * Phl1 Stanton verlfled d"rawlng on p. 20.
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1lke a glant flash bulbrn Mc8herson seld.. rUhen I flrst saw
the obJect, lt rras conlng up fron behlnd, sone trees, and f
c ould. see the outllne of 'the trees slLhouetted. agalnst the
llght. Thls 1ed. ne to belleve that the craft ras l-ow to the
ground. shortly before that.i (Tne flelds and. wooda eround.
the slghtlng polnt were later lnspected but turned. up no
evld.ence of a land.lng. ) McPherson estlnatea the obJect to
be the slze of a twln-englne Cessns...and sald 1t nad e no

. "t,,'' sound. Erncst * / of k+S
, Offlcer llaglh.was drlvlng along dlrt road. #L729 when they

\ --f^rvr'k>,f tlrst spotted-EFcraft. nI ioltow6tl Li on L?Zit then to the
,.n !.'y.''. lntersectlon of 172? and Boute 301 , af ter lt hatl crossed over-9r i-r I95. I pull.ed. over to the stop slgn at the lnterseetlon, and.

estlnated. the obJect was cornlng dlrect1y torar{.s Be betreen
25-30 nph. nhen I thought the craft ras overhead r I got out
of the csr after shuttlng off the englne. Itd never aeen
enythlng llke lt before...lt ras V-shaped r rlth a brlght llght

/ , on the front, and red. llghts aLong the sldes, anat lt was about
200 feet off the ground at thls polnt. There wele also green
]lghts on the sld.es of 1t. The l1ght 1n the front wes llke
the head.llght of an autonoblleo It was cornlng dlrectly to-

,,.'!ferds ne when suddenly lt turned llke thls (lndlcates 90-
- d.egree engle wlth hls hand)...lt d.litnr t bank or anythlng }lke

that; 1t was qulck ln 1ts turn, heed.Lng back toward Fayette-
v1L 1e.

The obJect looked a 1lttle blgger than a car to me. When
lt turned. and started. head.lng 1n the d.lrectlon of Fayettevlller.
I started to chase lt ln the patrol oar. I got up to 70 nph.
untll I was rlght beslde lt, and th6n 1t started plcklng up
speealr I got up to a hund.red nph. and lt Just left real. fast
(snaps h1s flngers)' I vlewed. the obJect for sbout elght nln-
utes and I never hearcl lt nake a sound., except when lt tulned,
and made a SHHHHIIHH type of nolsel Ir11 tell you - I say some-
thlng out therer and I donrt know rhet 1t was.n *

-..i. After the St. Pauls slghtlng, Dlspatcher Bonn Thonpson
.: :,"' notlfled. Hoke County lanuen to be on the lookout as thc craft

1".; , seened. to be headlng thelr ey. A few nlnutes later (approx.'' ' 2tLJ a.m, ) ' Deputy George g. McGulre ln lloke County, report-
ed. he ras ln pursult of a V-shaped obJect travelllng ln e
northeasterly <llrectlon and. last seen headlng toward sa!0pson
Oounty..

The town of Roseboro ls sltuated 1n Sanpeon County, and
. et 2t l0 a.n. r Offlcer Jln Drlver of the Roseboro PoLLce Dept.

r-\ was 1n h1a car when he notlced. a serles of llghts 1n the alr,
a nlnute, assunlng lt to be a hellcopter, he notlcetl a blgp
llght ln the front of the obJect as lt sllently remalned. over
the trees. iI got out of the car at that polnt and could not
hear any sound" conlng fron the obJect. tJhen I trled to ra-
d,lo head.quarters, ny car ratllo became all scrsrnbL ed,, so I
had ,!o use ny walkle-talkle lnstead. #9(The Ilght on the obJect srung around. anit l.lt
can trees whlch were about 2O0 feet away. rt Drlver

up th€ pe-
hed a slde

* see p. 21.
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vler of the obJectr and guessed lt to be longer than a pollce
cer. He partlcuJ.arly notlced. that there waa no sound. nlt
was cloudyr but the obJect was rell below the stol:m cloud.st
and I estloated lts helght at approrlnately 200 feet. the
brlght llght on lt becane nuch Bore lntenser end then the
craft took off at a very hlgh rate of speed..r

The obJect wss also seen by Jamea Buchananr a nember of
the Rosebolo Bescue Sguacl. Ile obseryed lt as lt llt up the
peoan treesr t{hen he nomentarlly got back lnto h18 carr he
took hls eyea off of the obJect. When he lookeil back outr lt
had conpletely venlshed. :

Sorty-flve nlnutes pqssed before the next report was
rad.loed. ln at 3r30 a.n. .Ao offlcer/ln the Bladen county
town of El-lzabethtorn reported thE obJect near hlghwey 701'
headecl towerd Clarkton a4d Bladenboro. IIe gave chaser but
lost the craft 1n the cloud cov€rr Dlspatcher Thonpson no-
tlfleat the CoLumbus County Sherlffrs Departnent that the
craft was heaaled. ln a southwesterly aLlrectlon. He also ad-
vlsed. the pollce departnents ln Falnnont and Dlllon Count-
les ln South Carollna, as well as the So' Carol'lna glShway
Patrol, to be on the lookout for the stlange obJect ln case
lt passed overhead between the towns of tske Vlew and Nlch-
ols'(lf It had steyed' on lts last reported S$ course).- Col-
nrnbui county Sherlifts deputles spotted' the craft at 6tJJ a.n.1
only flve nlnutes before offlc1a1 weather servlce sunrlse
tlne. It wasnrt seen after that...but lt would return that
evenlng.

. ..Atld. Into Frlday llornlna. . .

On Thursday evenlng at 10r03 Pollo r &o unldentlfletf fly-
lng obJect was slghted. over Hlghwa;y 5O1 , between Rowl-and and
Uaiton, and shortiy afterrancls, ove! Illghnay 71' between Bed
Sprlngs and llaxton. The observatlons were reported to the
noteson County Sherlffrs Dept. by the Rorland and Retl Sprlngs
pol1ce clepartnents.

Eetween 10r15 and 10r10 p.n. the followlng offlcers
oallect ln slghtlngst Robeson County Deputles Leroy Freenant
Luther Santleisonr Hobsrt Brlttr Roland Co11lns, Janes llcl,ean'
and. Stete lllghnay Patrolnan E. Ilenry. And at approxlnately
10r10 p.n., Fatrolnan llarvln Godley of the Grlnesland Pol1ce
Dept. fn Fltt County (lnterestlngly enough' 130,nlles north-
eait of the Last obselstatlon) r reported a UFOr irountl 1n
shapenp wlth real r blue, and whlte llghte' travelLlng ln e
zLB-zaE notlon {hlle ln fllght.

At 11r4J p.n.' Scotland County d.eputles were ln pursult
of a V-shapeal craft on N.C. Hlghway ?1r headed toward' Bobe-
son County anal Bed Sprlngs. Bo 1and Pollce offlcer James
Lerls spoiteat the obJect north of Rowlanil ovet lllghway -3oL,
head.l.ng northwest. Slghttngs were called 1n shortly after

by numerous prlvate cltlzenE ln the Curoberland and Sampson
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County areas.

The Frlday norntng actlvlty began at approxl.nately
1r00 a.n.' when an unldentlfled nan called the Robeson Coua-
ty Sherlffr s Dept. to report e larger whlte llght' head.lng
toward. N.C. 710 north of Rowland.. Trenty nlnutes later ancl
75 nlles avray to the northeastr 0fflcer John llayes of the
Newton Grove Po11ce Dept. had been alertetl by the Senpson
County Sherlffrs Dept. that nunerous phone cal-Is fron clt-
lzens as rell as deputy reports' lndlcated. that a UFO was
head.lng ln hls dlrectlon. Hayes was on patrol off of U.S.
13 near rural paved road #I7O3t stopped. hls carr turned. off
the llghts and englner anal saw the obJect as lt pessed dlr-
ectly overhead.. 'rI got outslde the car then end Cbtlnated
the obJect to be between 300-400 feet hLgh, and the only
sound. I was able to hear wes a very s118ht hurualng no1se,

I notlced. a greylsh--b,:lue glow around the outer edges
of the thlng, and also noted the craft was novlng extrenely
s1ow...nuqh too slow for any type of conventlonal alrcrgft.t
In the two mlnutes he $as able to observe the obJect' Offlcer
Eayes could clearly nake out a V-sh&ped. structure, e selles
or row of llghts und er each slde, and a blg spotllght on
the front. *

' Eobeson County Speclal Deputy Hl1l1an EaLstead wae dr1-
I vlng south along Bouto 301 at 1140 a.n.' nhen he plckeit up a

repott over hls rad.lo fron the Bowland Clty Pollce Dept. of
i a UFO headlng north near noute J01. tA few seconds later' I
I sar lt nyself. I stopped. the cerr got out, and looked through

,,.i ny blnoculars at lt for about thlrty seb.ond.s. It seemecl to
heve a V-shaped bod.y that I could make out because a Large'

. brtght llght on the front of Lt i.Llunlnated the perlneter of
the obJ ect.

It ras between 200-300 feet ln altltude, and lt renalned
statlonaly for about flfteen seconds before novlng off rapld- ,:
ly wlthout roaklng any sounct. r Halstead d.escrlbed the obJect
nas blg es an average ce!.n The craft was seen ln Rorland a i'
mlnute and a half prlor to Halsteadts observatlon, and by St.
Pauls offlcers a nlnute and. a hal,f after hls slghtlng. 'Bow-land ls f lf teen rollee south of wherliT&s r he saldr nend.

St. Pauls 1s ten !011es north of the sane locatlon.n The de-
scrlptlons were the sane by all lnvolved.. Wlthln the tlne
span of apparently three nlnutes and flfteen secondsr the
nystery obJect traveled. approxlnately 2J nI1-es and even took
the tlne ( flfteen seconds) to hover. *l+

Even more lnterestlng at thls polnt 1s an observatlon
dreported to the Robeson County Sherlffrs Dept. by. prlvate
ll cltlzen Evand,er Parnellr who llves near lllghway /41 appror-r-lmately four mlles north of where Deputy Halstead. watchetl

the obJect. Wlthln two nlnutes of HaLsteadrs slghtlng, Mr.-
Pernell observed. an obJect whlch he sald f1lt up the wood.s,
tlke they were on tLrel 2/ nllea east of rural paved road
#to03. ln the $oods off to the left hand. sld"e of the roacl,

\
* Hayes drew sketch
**Halstead. verlfled.

on p. 20.
Hayesr sketch, p.20.

I
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I sar a brlghtly llt obJect llse up fron behlnd. the trees,
naklng no nolse. It rose to about 300 feet and hearled east
real fastl f, A subsequent search of the wooded. area turneil
up nothlng whlch would lndlcate a landlng of any type.

The only other report durlng thls pre-dawn perlod. canne
fron Mr. Janes E. Floyd of Lunberton. Thls very lnterestlng
report, as rell as three later slghtlngs by Mr. Floyd, w111
be d.lscussed ln nore detalL later.

The Frltlay Evenlng Pursult

I arrlved 1n Luoberton on Frld.ay evenlng (Aprll 4) and
went d.1rectly to the Robeson County Sherlffr s Dept. at 9r15 p.rn.
The dlspatcherr s swltchboard was alread.y lnterceptlng UFO re-
ports fron cltlzens as 1{e11 as deputies ln the area ( see^Chron-
ologlcal 0ut1lne for speclflc tlnes. )

n EarLlerr ln B1aden Countyr 25 mlles to the east, Pollce
-,Jchlef Garry I'loore of the Whlte Lake PoLlce Dept., was on a

g--vLrbutlne patrol eround t.he lake near N.C. 53. The tlne was
r,,{ kr {[8145 p.n. [As I was d.rlvlng alongr I nottced a brlght 1lght

J-.f1r""p) lf n the alr ln front of ne. The 1lght kept gettlng brlghter,
I,t{*\p[fand appeared to be conrlng rlght down on top of ne, llke lt
'^ll g-^t/"F' lwas golng to hlt the car, and thatt s when I pulled overo It
/'ry '(.*f tcame to withln 200 feet of ne' and I got out of the car and.f ,r'.tr7 fLooked up at the thlng...the llght fron lt becane so brlght

6Y/ | I hsd to look away r
$'/ -- | I reached back lnto the car for an alrplane land.lng llght

rl4 t that I carry wlth ne, and shlned lt up at the obJecti I bllnkett
*%. ltne tfgnt at lt and. the spotllght on the front of the obJect

,JA 2.4 f bllnkett backl I could see that lt was V-shepedr haci llghts
- )/4llra#.lall the way around lt, wlth thls one b1s llght that looked
all/rl- 'l' u tto ne about d.ouble the slze of a car steerlng wheeL, thls
:Jf \fsnt wes shlnlng down to the ground, 1lke a beau, anal lt
r Ilt up an area of at least a J00 ft.. 1n-dleneter clrcle on

the road.r.othe whole slde of the roatl ll.t up, Just llke lt
was d.ayJ.lght. It had now been hoverlng 1n the alr for about
flve nlnutes; lt was no Jet!...a Jet canrt park ln the alr
llke thls thlng dlil. It then started to nove westerlyr to-
wards Lunberton, end I followed lt for about two n11es. I
got up to 85-90 nph., ancl lt Just left fast...about 200 nph.,
I flgured. Antl 1t never nad.e a blt of sound. for the whole
tlne I obselved lt. *

A lrhlte Lake pollce offlcerr Sgt. J. c. Baxley, aLso re-
ported. seelng the obJectl but he was further away than Pollce
Chlef Moore. H1s descrlptlon was slelLar, though - a V-shaped
thlng wlth L1ghts around. 1t. He observetl the UFO between
8r4J p.n. and. 10140 p.rn. r saylng that lt hovered. ln the area
of Moorer s car for about 4J mlnutes. BaxLey sald 1t noved. off

'l ln e esterly dlrectlon after Istandlng stllltr for eo long.

* see , sketch p. 22.



(7)

Bl-aden county Deputy Sherlff, Phllllp Llttle, sald he
saw a nblg glow, four or flve tlnes brlghter than a starn
through blnoculars fron a l"ocatlon near Ellzabethtown (about
ten olLes west of chlef Mooret s locatlon). Llttle, Looklng
northwest fron the cltyr sald that fron 9100-10100 p.Drl h€
san a nIlght that varled. ln brlghtness slow1y novlng to the
northwest. rl

t::,t"''::t'

I now conslttered that more lhan one obJect could have
responslble for the cllscrepprcles ln rtine-vso-locatlorttrrbeen

that seern to be nore obvtous at thls polnt. Case 1n polntl
Thlrty-nlne nllea to the west of DePuty Llttler s posl-

tlon, Robeson,Oounty Sherlffrs Dlspatcher' Bonn Tho4pson-
fles experlenclng a close observatlon of a UFo whlch 818na11ed
back to h1n when he flashed hls car headllghts et lt! Thonp-
eonr off-d.uty at thls tlme, was out on alert as nany reports
had. begun to come lnto the Sherlff I s tlept.. At*?-,Pfuo I[ o I h€
wes heaaled south on road #!166, flve mlles nofdEiiiFtlf Bow-
land., and spotteal the craft to the East,/Northeast. 'rI lnned-
late1.y gave pursult and. soon overtook lt over Hlghway 501.

fhe craft was hoverlng above and besld'e the open road.-
r|ay approxlnately 100 yds, away fron rne. I stepped' outslale
of ny vehlcle, and wlth ny r18ht a:mr reached back ln and

. swltchecl ny heedllShts on and ofli twtcer and sure enoughr -,'" the front ipotllght on the craft flashed twlce, exactlyr I
coulat neke out two spot}lghts on lt ' one on the front, and
one on the backr It then proceed.ed. to move ln a southwest-
erly d.lrectlon, ao I turnetl the car around to glve pursul-t
aga1n. I soon lost sl8ht of the craft as lt d.lsappeared be-
hind. trees. A.s I wes able to get wlthln 100 yds. of the
thlngr therets no poss1bl1ltyr as far as Itn concernetlr th^at
lt could have been nlstaken for any type of nan-Bade convel-
tlonaL alrcraft...Ifve n€ver aeen anythlng 1lke 1t befole.n

lioEents after Ronn Thonpson Save up the pursult, I was
en route to hls exact locetlone along wlth Paul Dougherty of
the Natlonsl Starr and Mr. J. Freenan, Dlrector of Connunlca-
tlons at the Bobeson County Sherlffrs Offlce. Mr. Freenan
lnfo:med me that Federel Avlatlon Adnlnlstratlon offlclals
at Grannla F1eld In Fayettevllle, had suggested- that the
Thursday nornlng antl evenlng slghtlngs were proupted by
tralnlng fllghts over Bladen and Sampson countles by a Pled-
nont AlrLlnes Boelng 737. rEowever, slnce these latest
slghtlngs of Frlttay nornlng and evenlng beganl we havenrt
Ueen able to 8et an FAA statenent on thenrn Mr. Freeroan told'
me. rAnd weive not been able to contact the rofflclalr who
nade the orlglnal staternent. i. . .It sountled reasonabler yet
flshy.

fhereforer nalntalnlng an open Blnd' concernlng tle FAA
oplnlon, I net Dlspatcher Ronn Thotopson and we declded I
would rld.e wlth hln ln.pursult of whatever. Mr. Dougherty
and. !1r. Freeman went Y.lth aleputles In other cars. Each ve-
hlcl-e was equlppect wlth radlo conmunlcatlons sJrstene so . ^that Locetlons could.-b" qufcftfy d'eternlned. Ii was nor 10Io0
p.mo r Frlday ana w!-wert=a"rviitg through the areas rhere the
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obJect had last been slghteal.

At 9r18 porlo I tnlnrrtes after Thoropsonr a encounterr dep-
'ut1es had reported the obJect between Red. Sprlngs anil Pen-
broke, over Hlghway 710 and heed.lng south...et 9tJ1 p.n. lt
lras spotted head. ed. south over IpJ fron St. Pauls...10t22 p.n.r
over Thonpsont s radlo $e could hear deputles who were s18ht-
lng the craft at that nonent betseen Penbroke and Maxton over

'N.C. 130r east of Maxtonr and lt waa novlng southeastr By
the tlne re arrlved et that areal lt had moved on.

Another report, thts tlne 10r4p p.n., and. a V-shaped
obJect, surround.ed by nunerous llghts1 hail been seen fly-
lng at tree-top l"eve1 between tJakuLla and Bed. Sprlngsr head-
lng northeast. Agaln we arrlved too Late to eee anythlng.
Anil then, at 11rJ4 p.n.' near Bed Sprlngs, we caught slght
of a larger brlght llghtr Sebtlng brlShterr- and Bovlng east-
erLy Jusi at tree-top level approxlnately 500 yds. away. f,herllghti seened to be oonlng closer due to the lncreaelng
brlghtness of 1t. Afte? stopplng the c&r, $€ heard no nolse
fron lt butr agaln, He wele stllt at least Jo0yds. away from
ltr and 1f lt ltere a p1ane, we nl8ht not hear lt at thls dls-
tance, I thought to nyeelf. I wasnrt lnpressed.. Irn usually
not $lth ne"e llghtsorothen lt turned totally retl ln color,
pulsatlng every second$-tro seconds. And then I notlced.' on
Lne otnei slde of the road' flylng ln the sane dlrectlonr and
approxlnately 30-40 ft. above the treesr enother red llght...
pulsatlng at the aaBe rate as the f1xst. the tro 1lghts were
ioon out of slght, and we contlnued on. I stlll r'rasn't 1n-
pressed. or sonvlnced.

]:

Saturday Hornlng Observatlons

At L130 &rmor w€ were d.r1v1ng along phllad.elphus Road;
Just outsld.e of penbroke, when a deputy-rad.loecl to us thatthe V-shaped. craft ln questlon, was treaatng north near pen-
broke - our locat1on. It appeared to us aI flrst as a whlte1lght !.ovlng very srowly about 15-20 feet above " iirr" of treeathat were between 500-600 ft. away fron us.. A large, openfleld separateal us fron the treel-ine. We stoppiA-iir6 c"r!o get a better vler of the llght. t{eather ciiedltlons rereon our sld.et perfectly clear starry nlght, no noon to castany type of glarel and. ertrenely qulet surroundlngs.

As the obJect noved in a northerly dlrectloni lt wouldstop and. start up agaln, never travelling more than f0 rnph.
lJe could. see no structure because the brlghtnees of lhe

1 whlte Llght lncreased untll, at one partldular nonent, lt, Just stopped. novlng altogether. ny tfrts t1me, ConmunlcatlonsDlrector Freenanr and. reporter paui Dougherty had. Jolned. us
tar and verlfled what we r.ere seelng. Car englnes and.'head.llghts

"!" 
were turned off...et the polnt the oraft stopped.p 1ts l1ght
becane lntensely brlght, Iike a Bagnealun flare, I thought,
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and the others agreed. - lt r.as d.lfftcult to look dlTectly at .it ..'

lt. It ihoveredf, for a nlnute and ten seconda between us anil
the 1lne of trees...end lt nade no nolse. Frorn our vantage
polnt' had there been any type of audible englne on the ob-
Ject, we woul-tl have heard It. lnstead.. the only sound to be
nacle out ln the entlre area was that of nunierous d.ogs bark-
lng, posslbly nervous about sonethlng that wes happenlng.

Meanwhlle r a car wlth three Robeson @:ounty deputles was
at a closer observatlon polnt than we to the craftr and they
ratlloed. to us that they could. see the V-sheped structure of
lt and that It was naklng no sound whatsoever.

After the short tlne lt renalned. motlonlessr the obJect
changedo tn the fLash of an eye' to a totaLly red color, be-
gan to pulsete at the rate of two secondsr and moved alowly
back the way lt had cone, now southerly. We noted lts lrreg-
ular novenent at thls tlner stopplng and startlng as 1t alld
beforer totel tlne of observatlon before 1t d.lsappeared behlnd
sorne trees southwest of u8r vtas slx nlnutesr fhe deputles
who had seen lt closer than we, Jolned. us shortly after and
told us the obJect had cone around ln a clroLer hoveted a
shott tlnet nade a turn and s1owly moved off' before plck-
1ng up speed to about lJ nph.

So. there I ras; wonderlng what lt was I had Juat seen.
Conslderlng weather condltlonst tlmer locatlon, maneuvers
axecuted by the craft, and what.I assumed' to be several conp-
etent observers !r1th ne' I conol-uated that the obJect cotrld
not heve been any type of alrplane...lt was very stran8et
1nd. eed.

Flfteen mlnutes later, at !t4J arnr r slx nlles north of
St. Fauls on state road #1765, Illghway Patrolnan M. D. McGee
reported. seelng the obJect whlch had a ibrlll1ant whlte llght
at the top, appearecl to be about J0 feet across anal had real-
dlsh-orange llghts on both of 1ts slales."

Thenr at 2roo a.n. r we found ourselves ln pursult agarn -,^J -.rr.l;of a nystery obJ ect whlch etayed ln slaht f or ten nlnutes r ffi.rrf^ PtI
and kept changlng 1ts d lrectlon of fllght. Fron our vantage .Yt ,F -polnt, traveL).lng south d. own road #1006 near Bed Sprlngsr *"J f:#t5-y.)coul<i nake our rnree irgnus V L /putsatlng bask and. forth ln a l-2-3..,1-2-3 pattern. _Agalnr w
lt nas lost behtnd trees untll we saw lt agatn at ZtlJ a.m,
aa re were drlvlng north along rural paved road" #l?52t approx-
lnately 10 nll-es west of Lunberton. The obJect seemed' to be
Eovlng ln a downward plane over road f1J18 In an erratlc nan-
ner..:agaln, lt appeared to x0ove-stop-66vs as we attenpted to
foMow lt. As we drove down road #t?52, the craft was at our
]eft, sonetlnes hld.d.en by a constant llne of treea on that
slile of the road. lie seened- to be catchlng up to lt' at 90
nph. r but It then plcked up speed. end crossed 1752 golne
northeast in the directlon of Sto PauLs (5 nlles awey). Ronn'
Thompson alerted. the St. Paula Pollc€ Dept., but lt wasntt
seen by themo.
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Porty-flve lllnutes 1ater, 15 nlles northeast of Lurnber-
tonr ln Blad.en County, ?atrolnan Gordon llester of Dubllnr N.C. r
vlered. the obJect whlle lt was clrcllng a 200 ft.-hlgh water
to er. nlt was et trce-top leveI, and et one polnt, lt Just
stopped and hovered. for about ten Blnutes. It ras V-shaped

, anil had. a very lntense brlght 1lght on the front of lt thatjhurt ny eyes to look et. At lts closest polnt to nes Ird
estlmate 1t was 300 feet dlrectly over my head...lt was no
alrplane! And lt rnade no sound. at all. After hoverlng, lt
took off real faat, heacled. west.n

The obJect wasnrt slghtecl agaln that mornlng.

Bullns Out Conventlonal Craft

Phone cal1s l-ater that day to nunlclpal and countJr alr-
ports ln the Lunberton area for a rattlus of forty nlLes, 1n- "
dlcated no comnerclal conventlonal craft could be bLaned for
the slghtlngs of the prevlous three nlghts. Raalar operators
et the crannls Fleld Alrport ln Fayettevlll-er sald that there

'had been no radar contact wlth the strange obJect. FAA of-
flclals were etlll nalntalnlng thelr posltlon of a Pled"nont
737 bel'na responslble for the slghtlngs. I eventually spoke
wlth Mr. M.B. Stalllngs, Dlrector of the FAA ln Fayettevlllet
and. renlnded hln that the FAA 1s now coope"atlng wlth the Cen-
ter for UFo Studles. At thls polnt' Mr. Sta1llngs told ne
that there had r lndeecl, been a Pledrnont 73? carry Lng out sone
Low altltutle lanailng uaneuvers lnto the Grannls Fleld A1r-
port on the flrst tao nlghts of slghtlngst howeve!, what the
FAA dldnr t tell the press at flrst was that, the control tow-
er at the alrport hacl begun to hear reports fron ]aw enforce-
nent offlcers descrlblnA a V-shapeal ob.lect an houf, before the
Plednont Jet was ln t\€-a!it ur. not iawryi-ffi-ai-6FETor
on-duty the nlght the UFO slghtlngs beganl tolal ne that when
the reports started to cone ln, they ( ln the control tower)
were hoplng to see sonethlng and even possibly track lt on
radarl but they never had. the opportunlty.

Dayllght nLandlngtr Observed

there were other scettered slghtlngs ln the Lumberton
area ove! the next few days (see Chronologlcal Outllne sheets),
wlth two especlally lnterestlng onea. The flrst occurred. on
Sund.ay r Apr1l 6. At JtlJ p.n., Penbroke State Unlverslty
Pol1ce Offlcer' Bay Strlckland. was drlvlng along Phll.ade1-
phus Rd.., Just north of PeEbroke, on hls way to Church. With
Mr. Strlckland were hls nlfe and. two d.aughters. 'rI was the
flrst one to aee ltrr Mr. Strlckland told ne. 'rI observed'

* see p. 21.
f

P' 2t+
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flve blg llghts about 100 feet up ln the alrr off the left-
hand slde of the car. It appeared that they were travelllnS
northeast at about 50 nph., and then speed.ed up to 100 nph.
At thls polnt I told. ny rlfe and d'aughters to 1ook, and they
conflrsed what I ras seelng. The llghts were plnklsh-red and'
each 11ght seemed to have a blulsh streak behlnd lt.

They were flylng ln a t18ht fornatlon that never changed.
As the J.lghts flew over my car, they seened. to be conlng down
and were headed towards a house off to our rlght'r The houset
owneat by the Bullard. fanllyr ls set ln off the road- wlth a
Iong dLrt road Leadlng up to lt. On elther slde of the house
are fleLds for crop plantlng.

f,My wlfe was sure the llghts were golng to hlt the houset
so I turned. onto the dlrt road. lead"lng to lt, and we coul-d
see the Ilghts golng down beyond the houser lnto a potato
fleldt. Wlth the house ln the way, ne couldnit actuslly see
the llghts land. Instead of Solng on further' I drove rlght
hone (2 rolles away), and called Ronn Thompson' who net ne et
the si.ght ! hour 1ater, and. we dlscovered slx clxculer petch-
es of a bLlilsh color ashl where the llghts had apparently
cone d6wn. Each patch was about e foot ln dlanetert and they
were sltuated on lhe ground ln the sane pattern I hatl seen
the llghts flylng ln the alr.

I was very excltedr because Itd never seen anythlng un-
usuaL llke thal before...and. when the 1lghts were ln the alrt
they never nade any nolse.tr The Bullarda were not at hone
wheir ttre Strtcklanls nade the observatlon, but they (Bu11ards)
later conflnned. the fact that the clrculer patches were not

, there earller. InvestlSator Ted Ph1111ps arrlvetl on the scene
., shortly thereafterr and ls subnlttlng a more thorough report

, on the olandlngn to the Cent€r. Sanplee of the ash resldue
,' found. at the sight were sent to the Center for further analy-

- '. sls. *

".'l y'
Four consecutlve Nlghts

Alanac Knlttlng M111 1s l-ocated. about three n11es south
of Lunberton. iust outslde the town l-lnlts. On the mornlngs
or Friaay Aprli 4' sunday, the 6th, luesdey Aprll 8, gtd {ed- '/
nesday, ine-9ttr, between- 2tOQ')t00a.u. r Mr. Jaues E. Floytl
obseried. a V-shaped craft, rno larger than a cari, performlng
strange naneuveri ln the vlclnlty of the n111. Mr. Floyd
ls thE nlght securlty guard at Alanac I and $orks the 11130 p'n'-
8130 a.n. shlft. iEach nornlng I saw the obJect, 1t. wae tra-
veiltng reaterLyr fron I95r and lt was so cl-ose to the tree-
tops, I thought- it nust bL touchlng. then. on Frltlay, lt
ca:ire- rtght u[ to tne (southwesterly) corner of the nlll end

Just stopped, and I notlcecl lt was rnaklng no sountl. Then
it startla novlng up ancl over the bulLd.lng. Itve never seen
anythlng that coild-nove l-1ke that thlng dld. An alrplane
can't cone up there and' do thatl or a hellcopt€r,. elthert.-
wlthout ne hearlng lt!i The convlctlon 1n hls volce dlcn'E

* see p. 2J.
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sten nerely out of hls belng only 200 feet away fron the ob-
J ect.

l{r. Floyd lnformed ne that Alanac Knlttlng M111 has a
hlghly sensltlve nlcrophone sygten suround'lng the bulLdlng
as a theft preventatlve neesure. xlf anybodyr s trylng to
break ln around. back where I canr t see then, the nlcrophones
can plck up the nolse they naker and I hear lt ln the shed
where I slt. Now, that fLylng thlng was Just a few feet
away fl.on the bulldlng and 1t was naklng no souniMt rent
beyoncl the rear of the bu1ld1ng and. hovered over a canal out
there, then sped off westerLy.

Sunday nornlng when lt cane ove! the treesr headed fot
the bulldlng'agaln; the front light on lt (the obJect) be-.
cane brlghter than anythlng Irve ever seen. And lt was shln-
lng rlght down towardl the ground. the other llghts on lt,
weie dlfferent - red. and blue ones that sonetlnes rqutvered'r.
t{hen lt got to wlthln approxlnate}y ten feet of the front of
the bulltllng, the flve blg nlght llghts^ there all- went outt
and. stayed off for about flve nlnutesr 'And the rthlng' was

r Just hoierlng there all thls tlnel When lt moved away' the
ilcnts craduallv cane back onr and lt kept travelllng west-

"rly. t6;ffi flve of epproxlnately thlrty such Ilghta,
sur-round.lng the bulLdlngr and g!! are powered by one naln
swlteh...only the flve were affected by the craft.r

The Tueictay and Wednesda.y slghtlngs were Intelestlng
because, as Mr. FLoyd. potnted outr nthe obJect.came by at
the sani tlne (2r10 a.rn.), fron the sane dlreotlont rent
out back and olrcled around the oanalr then leftr thls tlne
golng easti n

sunmarlzat lon

I spoke wlth }{ro 8111y Cllne, NCOIC ( Non-Coronlss lone'l
Offlcer in Charge) who operates out of Seynour Johnson A1r
Force Base ln Goldsboro, N.C. Mr. Cline has been rlth the.
Air Force for twenty-elght years, and works ln Malntenance,/
Operetlonao He tralns new pl1ots how to recognlze all types
oi conventlonal alrcraft. ithere are no experlnental craft
belng tested. ln thls erear out of Ft. Bragg' Pope AFB or-
Seyn6ur Johneon AF8. The neareat testlng area ls locatedl- 

-furtfrer south, ln Georgle. Besldes' FAA regul-atlons forbld
any type of craft fron operatlng at such low altltud-es 1n
a ilopiriated. a!ea. and of course, our radar roul'lnr t plck up
anytifng at thls close proxlnlty. These reports certa1lly
dontt d.Escrlbe anythlng that we have ln the nllltary tod'ay.
I d.onrt belleve ybut11 flnd en alrcraft that can sLow down
that slowIy, stopr hoverr and then speed offr unleas lt has
rotor bladli, whlch thls obJect apparently dld not have.r..

l{hen I esked Mr. Cllne-for an up-to-d.ate oplnlon of the
Alr Force re. UFOra. he sald'' rrl,ateli 1t seens to be a naybe-
so-t"Vb"-tot type oi attltude. Thev (AF).donrt dl:99"I?8:^
peopl; fron rnaklng reports anymore r but they'd rather lE De
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done through the local pollce or sherlffrs departnenta. I
thlnk rer re deal,lng here wlth sonethlng frorn another place...
I d.onf t knorr exactl.y where; but I donrt thlnk these obJects
are nanufactured on thls Barth. I wlsh we knew what types
of englnes and ao forth theyrre uslngr because thls 18 one
of the nost fasclnatlng aspectg to ne. Itrs ln no way llke
our conventlonsl alrcraft. tr

In every case Itve reported herer at no tlne dld I feel
that the rltnesses were unrellable. When I left Lunberton,
Aprll 13r the slghtlngs contlnued' for a few days nore (sub-
seouent reports and lntervlews to be forwarded to the Center
by Ronn Thonpeon). The people I talked wlth w€le' I felt'
eitrenely conpetent ln relatlng whet they saw. Many of the
reports were wldely separated., and lt was obvlous that the
people concerned. wire not lnvolved' ln any prefabrlcatlon of
the facts.

After conslderlng all stateuents of wltnessesr the naJ-
orlty of whlch $ere lar enforcenent offlcersl the FAA rev-
elatlon of UFO reports prlor to a Plednont Jetrs naneuvers t
and ny own obsertratlonsr I conclude that oner posslbly tro ' .
oUJ.cis. thet cen be classlfled es Unld.entlfled' w€re r€a-
ponslble for the slghtlngs.

The Lunberton, N.C. area 1s not new to UFO reports.
In fact, casea have been reported where occupants. were elso
seen (D;c. 1951 , Au8. 1952t Sept, I973t Dec. 1974) and ttur-
lng the wave of 195?t Lrnberton was lncluded on Oct. 31.
ThEse, es well as' other slghtlngs 1n thls erea can be obtalned'
ln nore detalled acooqqlq through Mr. qed El.oecherl MUFON

New lork State Dlrector.'Ird llke to thank Dr. J. A11en Hynek for sendlng ne
doxn to North Carol1na to lnvestlgate the stghtlnga on be-
half of the Center for UFO Studles. I also offer thanke to
Mr. Frenk llarrlson, MUFON, State Sectlon Dlrector ln Mto
Ollve, N.C., and. to Mrr Ronn Thonpson of the Robeson County
sherlifrs Dept. r both of whom alrove nany nl1es to obtaln
sketches and lntervlews wlth wltnesaesr 8o that thls report
coulat be es thorough as posslble. Flnally, I thank Mr' Ted'

Bloecher, for h18 suSSestlona and expellenced crltlclsms 1n
helplng me to flnallze th€ report.

I

*i
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Thursday I+/3/75

-Prlor to 1r4J 8rno' - Vlolent Thunderatoru ln nobeEon cty.

-1 r4j a.n. - Phll Stanton, P. H. Atklnaonr & NeIl Mc@or-
nlck...over Lumbeltono

Erneet Eaglnr Johnr l{ioPheraotL r r south of 8t.
Pauls.

George McGulre. . .f,oke CountY.

Jlm Drlverr JaneS Buohanan o o oBoSeboror

Ellzabethtown of f loet. . .Blatlen county.

therlffts d.eputles. . .C.olunbus 0ounty.

-1r55 e.n.' -

-ZtlJ a.m. -
-2t 30 e.n. -
-lt l0 alnr .-

-6t JJ a.m, -

-tr0r03 F.Do -

-10108 Prdo -

-10r30 p.n.

-11t 45 prn.

no$land Folloe d.ePutlea. . rBetweeni Bowlantl
and llaxton.

Bed Sprlngs Polloe doputles...Betreen Red
Sprlngs and. llaxtonr

llarvln cod.ley...Grlneslantl (ln Pltt County) r

therlffrg aleputles...Scotland Countyr north
of Borland.

Frlilay. 4/4/? 5

-1 t00 a.n. -
--1t 20 .&rnr r -
-1 r45 a.nn -

-1r45 a.n. -
-1 r47 a.n. -
-2r30 a.n. -

Unid.entlfl€d. caller...North of Bowlend.

John Eaye6...Iterton Grove ln ganpson County.

Wllllen Halstead....Eobeson Countyr 10 nl1ea
south of 8t. Pauls.

Evander. Parrrall..four nlleg north of Ea1-
steeal I s locatlon.
Polloe offlcers ln St. Pauls.

Jarnes Floyd... r,Thtee nllea south of Lunberton..

-8145 p.n. - Garry uoote...tfhlte Leke In Bleden County'

-8r4J -
10140 p.n.. - J. c.. BsrIeJr...!{hlte Lake. area.' Phlltlp Llttle. . .Ellzabethtorn (10 mllea reat

of Moorers looatlon)



-8r58

-9t03

PoBo -

Poltrr -
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( cont. )

Lunberton Pollce offlcers...over Lumberton
Hlah School.

Prlvate Cltlzen 8111 Bryant cal1s f.umberton
Pollce Dept...obJect over Meed.ow Bd. ln
Lunberton.

Bobeson County She?1ffr s deputles.. rover
Bed $prlngs.

nonn ThoBpsorlo o oJ nlLea northweat of Rowland..

therlff rr,r deputlea. r.Betreen Red Sprlngs and
Penbroke I head. ed south.

Sherlffts deputles...Eeaded south over IpJ
fron St. Pauls.

Sherlffr I d.eputl es. . . Between Pcmbrokc rnd
Iilax t on.

- Sherlff's aleputles... Between l{akulla antl
Red. 9prlngs.

- therlffrs deputlea. Spelgel.rrrl€e! Bed Sprlngs,
heedlng eastr

-tr08

-9to5
9r 10

-9 r;18

Prtrlo -

Poltro

Polllo.

-PrJ1 p.n.

-10 r 22 p.nr

-1Or49 p.n.

-11rJ4 p.n.

Saturday 4/5/?5

-1 r30 a.n. -

-1r45 a.n.

-2r00 a.no

Bobeson County d.eputles r Sp€19e1. o o outald.e
of Pex0bloke. Iteedlng north' then changlng
to southerLy d lrectlon.
!. DL EcGcc;..6 .nlIea ngrth of St."PeuIs.

Robeaon County d.eputles' 9pelgeL...Neal Bed
Sprlnge headlng sotlthr

Robeson County d.eputtesl SpelgeI...10 nlLes
west of Lunbertonr headlng north€ast towards
St. Pauls.

Gorlon I{ester. . .DubLln ln Bladen County

-2t15 a,m. -

-l r 00 armo -

Sunday 4/6/?5

-2t30 a.n. - Jenc3. Ftroy<l...Three nlLea':8outh of Lumberton.
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CIIBqNQLoGICAL OUTLINE_ ( oont. )

-Js1J prnr - Bay Strlcklend.. . .north of Penbroke.

-Llr 55 prno - Eobeson County deputles...over north
Lunberton.

Monday 4/?/75

-1 r40 e.n. - Bobeson County tleputlea. o otrr€gt of Falrnont.

-1r45 a.n. - Pollce offlcers...Torn of Wagran ln Scotland
County.

-9t00 -
trJ0 p.nc - Nunerous cltlzena. c erlolth of Lumberton.

Tuesd y 4/8/?5 a !l@,Sge.r 4/9/75

-2r30 a.n. - Janea FLoyct...Three nlles south of Lumberton.


