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FOREWORD

The UFO events of  Apr i l  3-9,  L975, in southern North
Carolina created a flurry of newspaper accounts and were varj.-
ously t reated in the media. The events themselves, however,
seemed. important enough to command the Center's attention, and
an investigation directed toward unscrambling the welter of
informat ion and misinformat ion was inst i tuted. Shis report  is
the resul t  of  that ef fort ,  undertaken by a coordinated team of
invest igators f rom the Center,  special ists,  technica.L consul-
tants and cooperat ing laborator ies,  al l  d i rect ing their  ef forts
toward one speci f ic .set of  events.

This report  is the f i rst  of  a projected ser ies of
technical  invest igat ive reports i .ssued by the Center,  and is
part  o{ the cont inuing ser ies of  publ icat ions of  the Center for
Utr'O Studies.

Jennie zeidman, the author of  th is report ,  j_s an estab-
l ished analyst  whose concern with the UFO problem began in
1953 when she was a research assistant in the Department of
Astrcnomy, the Ohio State Universi ty,  and worked with me in the
early days of  Project Blue Book. Her long acquaintance \ . r i  th
the UFO phenomenon and her ability as a technical. wrj-ter and
inteS-l igence analyst  rnade her the ideal  person to assess and
correlate the many facets of  the North Carol ina , 'mini-wave. "

J.  Al len Hynek
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The principal  invest igators for the Lunberton area
sightings r.tere E. Lee Speigel , who worked with the various
observers of  the V-shaped object and of the dayl ight l ights,
and Ted Phi1l ips,  who studied the possibi l i ty of  physicat
traces in the dayl ight l lghts case. To them go the major
credi ts for these invest igat ions. Frank Harr ison also
intervlewed several  observers at  Dr.  Hynekrs request,  and
I spent a fevr days in Lumberton and environs in October 1975.
The assistance of Ronn Thompson, Lunberton Pol ice Dispatcher,
in arranging intervi .ews and col lect ing samples, and Mrs. Toni
Goodyear,  Robesonian staf f  wr i ter,  is also grateful ly
acknowledged; they acted as coordinators for the Center in-
vest igators and their  help was invaluable,  Thanks are due
also to the Hol iday Inn (North) Lumberton, for their  genero-
si ty in providing faci l i t ies for Center invest igators.
Lastly, a very personal thank you to Mimi Hynek for her
sustained work in edi t ing this report .

Jennie Zeidman
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During the period Apri l  3 to Apri l  9, L975, considerable
UFO activity was reported in an area of approximately a forty-

mile radius of Lumberton ' North Carolina. The location is in
the southeaEtern part of the state, bordered on the Sw by the
state of south carolina and on the SE by the city of Wilmington
and the Atlantic seacoast. The region is f lat,  with heavy
patcheE of pine forests, oPen areas of farmland, swamps and
canals. The soi l  is f ine gray sand. tunberton has a Populat ion
of about 16,000; i t  comprises the largest conmunity in the
immeiliate area. UFO activity has been intermittently rePorted
in this .region over the years. '  The Present f lurry of act ivi ty '
however, stands as a dist inct enti ty and is regardei l  as signif i-
cant for several reasons:

1. The persistence of the phenomenon. The same
@erved several  daYs .

witnesses. At least 48
us an unknown number of

ci t izens, reported the obj ect.

z .

The consistent descript ions of the object given
uy i@d the consietent
aiawing; of the object made by indEpEnffiE-
observerg.

4 . The rapidity with r,thich CUFOS became involved
e  case . cataon

r?ofr-iffi5Eiton
an hour of the

police reached the center within
init ial  UFo sightings.

tFor a journal ist ic survey of uFo activi ty in the area' see
Quarter Century of UTos in t19r++a, Iorth Carol ina, and Tennessee'

Clrolini. tilore recentJ.y Mr. Fawcett has written in Official UFO
magazine, of Novenber I-975, "fhe UFo wave in North ce6Ti;e]--
l,tr] rawcettrs work is based on poputrar news media coverage of
UFO activi ty in North Carol ina.

The 1ar e nurober of
pol ice o f f i cers ,  p
private

-r-
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Tvo distinct categories of phenomena are represented

by the rJuniberton area activityt their inter-relationship has

not been establ ished:

a )

b )

A v-shaped or wedge-shaped obj ect,2btightly
Iighted, apparently about the size of an auto-
^o6i1a, whilh was seen by many observers' at
close range, over a several night span'

Five reddish-colored lights which may have landed
i"a f. f t  physical- traces in a f ie1d, in dayl- ight '
and were obierved simul-taneously by three sets
of inclependent observers.

by at
a s a

T h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e V . s h a p e d o b j e c t ( e a c h r e P o r t e . l
least two witnesses) which determine i ts being classi f ied

UFO are:

1. Range of speed from hovering to 200+ mph in very
short  Per iods of  t ime.

2. Abi l i ty to execute f lat  (as opposed to banked) turns'

3.  An intensely br ight spot l ight which had ' l i rect ional
maneuverabi l i ty,  

-var iable 
intensi ty,  and, on at

least two occai ions, appeared to "s ignal"  in
response to automobiJ-e -headlight or automobile
spot l ight bl inking -

4.  Absence of noise: onfy three l { i tnesses (out of
more than f i f ty)  repor led any sound from the object--
in spi te of  the facl  that most observers fel t  that
they were within 200 feet of  i t '

Speci f icdl ly,  wi th the data present ly avai tabfe'  i t

that between ApriJ-  3-9,  l -975, in the tumberton area:

l .  There were at  least 57 separate UFO events reported'

2.  There were at  least 60 observers whose names are
avai lable or are potent ial ly avai lable,

apPears

2Although the objects described and drawn could be more
d;;; ; i l .4 as tr i ingular or delta-shaped, the term "vee"
i" tiri" rePort whenever that specific word was used by
reporter.

accurately
is used

the
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At least two of these events were possibly venua,

Some events may have been generated by a Piedmont
B - 7 3 7 ,

Of the remaining events, specif ical ly reported were!

a )
b )
c )
d )
e )
f )
s )
h )

j )

23 V-shapes
9 spotl ights
3 f lat turns
11 sightings at tree-top 1evel or belor,t
3 sightings with noise
22 sightlngs without noise
2 signal responses to headlights
l0 hovering objects
3 objects pasEing direct ly overhead
4 sightings of l ights only; no shape.

First reports of this cluster of UFO activi ty in southern
North carol ina began in the early hours of Thursday, Apri l  3,
1975, soon after a thunderstorm had sr{ept through the area.

At 01:45, two Lumberton pol icemen, P. H. Atkinson and
Neil Mccormick, while patrollinE in their car near tilorth
Carol ina 211 and 301, observed an unfamil iar l iqht hovering
over the water tower behind Lunberton High School. Their first
impression nas that it r.ras a helicopter. Thel' started driving
north tovrard Fayetteville in an attempt to get a closer look,
but lost sight of the object. At that t ime' the weather at
Fayettevi l le, thirty miLes to the north, was a measured 500 foot
overcast, visibi l i ty 3 miles, with a l ight rain shower.

Simultaneously, Phil- Stanton, Luftberton patrol-man, was
alone in his pol ice car approximately 200 yards from the water
tower. He, too, thought the object was a hel icopter. stanton
reported: ". . . I  saw it  hovering direct ly over the tower. When
I got closer, switched off my motor and got out of the car'
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row of
front

when I saw
lights doi,7n

t ! a g .  - L l  .  r

i t  c lose up, I t  was tr iangular-shaped with a
each sj-de, and one big spot l ight on the
est imated the obiect to be about 200 feet

Figure
Figure

Drawing by Phil
Object hivering

Stanton
over water tower, drawn by Stanton over Polaroid print.

of f  the ground because the water tower is near ly 200 feet high. r

the craf t  looked l ike i t  was just  about the size of  my patro-
car.  I  saw a beam of l ight just  directed straight down and i - t
l i t  up the let ter ing on the water tower.  Then the spot l ight
went out and the thing just  took of f  at  a terr j - f  j .c rate of
speed, making no sound. "

'nha ^1-\  i  6^+

north,  and Stanton
fo r  i t .

Patrolman
McPherson were in

sped away toward St.  Pauls,  12 mi l -es due
radioed St,  Pauls pol ice to be on the lookout

R.T. (Tornmy) Hagens and civ i l ian John "Bud"
the St.  Pauls pol ice stat ion when they heard

a"Actual  dimensions of  the water tower:  l .62 r  high, 74'  diameter
(Robeson County Department of  Publ ic Works).
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Stantonr s ca1l. that a UFO was seen heading north from Lunberton
along Route 30I. About two miles out of tordn they saw a
"bl inding f lash of  l ight which I i t  up the woods l ike a giant
f lash bu1b, "  McPherson said.  "When I  f i rst  saw the object i t
was coming up frorn behind some trees, which led me to believe
i t  had been on the ground before that.A I  could see the out l ine
of the trees si lhouetted against the J- ight."

" I t  rose slorr ly above the trees, "  I lagens added, "6tarted
to move slowly, then suddenly accelerated, changed direction,
and in f5 to 20 seconds i t  had faded out and disappeared. The
l ight had intensi f ied real  br ight when i t  f i rst  started to
acce le ra te .  "

McPherson est imated the object to be about the size of
a twin-eng'ine Cessna,) and he said it mad.e no sound. Fig. 3 shows
the object as drawn by Hagens and agreed to by McPherson.

After the St;  Pauls s ight ing, dispatcher Ronn Thompson
notified Hoke County lawmen to be on the l-ookout, for the craft
seemed to be heading their  way. A few minutes l -ater,  at  about
02:15, Deputy George S. McGuire,  in Hoke County,  reported that
he was in pursui t  of  a v-shaped object which he last  saw headinq
northeast toward Sampson County.

At 02:20, Off icer Jim Driver of the Roseboro (Sampson
County) Pol ice Department, alone in his patrol car, noticed a
series of l ights in the air,  hovering over some pecan trees.

4thu f i . ld" and woods at
by Lee Hamilton and Toni
staf f .  No evidence of a
apparent to them.

the sighting area erere later inspected
Goodyear, both of the Robesonian news
landing or other distuiSEiEE-wEE

5_- .-wingspan, alepending on eessna model , anywhere from 45 to 70
f eet ..
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F igure  3 .
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After $ratching i t  hover for about a minute, assuming i t  to be a
hel icopter,  he not iced a big l ight in the front of  the object as
i t  s i lent ly remained over the trees. " I  got out of  the car at
that point  and could not hear any sound coming from the object.
When I tried to radio to headquarters my car radio became aII
scrambled, so I  had to use my walkie-talk ie instead..  The 1i9ht
on the object swung around and l-it up the pecan trees which were
about 200 feet away," Dr lver said.  He had a side view of the
object and guessed i t  to be somewhat longer than an automobi le.
He est imated i ts al t i tude at approximately 200 feet.  Some loe,
scudding clouds remained after the storm, and the object was
wel l  beneath the clouds. "The br ight l ight on i t  became much
more intense," Dr iver saido "and then the craf t  took of f  at  a
very high rate of  speed to the southeast.r '

Fi f teen minutes later a seemingly ident ical  object was
reported by James Buchanan, a member of the Roseboro Rescue
Squad. He observed i t  as i t  l i t  up the pecan trees. When he
got back into his car to use the radio,  he took his eyes of f
the object.  When he looked back out,  i t  had completely varr ished.

At 03:30 an unident i f ied of f icer in the Bfaden Countv
town of El- izabethtown reported "an object ' r  near Highway 701-,
heading SW toward Clarkton and Bladenboro" He gave chase, but
lost the UFO in the cloud cover. Meanwhile, Dispatcher Thompson
had not i f ied the CoLunbus County Sheri f f rs Department and the
pol ice departments in Fairnont and Di l lon count ies,  South Carol ina,
as wel l  as the South Carol ina Highway Patrol ,  that the object
might be headed their  way.

A t  06 :55 ,  f i ve  m inu tes  be fo re  o f f i c i a l  sun r i se ,  an
unidentified lighted object was reported by Colurnbus County
Sher i f f ' s  depu t i es .  -

oFurther data unavi lable to CUFOS invest iqators.
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Thus ,  on  the  bas i s  o f  t he  f i r s t  n igh t r s  ac t i v i t y  a lone ,

with a br ight ly l ighted noiseless object hover ing under a low

overcast,  i t  would appear that no ordinary aircraf t  could

possibly have been responsible for the reports of  at  least ten

di f ferent observers.

Be tween  22 :00  Thursday  and  02 :20  F r iday  (Ap r i l  3 -4 )  '
numerous fragmentary reports f looded the Robeson county sher i f f rs

Department.  At 22:03 an unident i f ied f ly ing object vras reported

over Highway 501, between Rowland and Maxton, and short ly af ter-

ward over Highway 71, bet\.teen Red Springs and Maxton. The

observat ions t /ere reported to the Robeson County Sheri f f 's

Department by the Rowlancl and Red SPrings Police Departments.

Be tween  22 :15  and  22 :30  (Thu rsday  n igh t ,  Ap r i l  3 ) ,  s i x

Robeson County deput ies and one State Highway patrolman ca1led

in six s ight j -ngs. '  At approximately 22:30'  Patrolman Marvin

codley of  the Grimesland (Pi t t  County) Pol ice Department (130

miles NE of the Iast  observat ion) reported a UFO "round in

shape, with '  red'  blue and white l ights,  t ravel ing in a zlg-zag

f l ight path.  "  This remains the only report  of  a round UFO in

this sequence of s j -ght ings.

AL 23:45, Scot]and County deput ies,  to the west of

Robeson County,  reported that they were in pursui t  of  a V-

shaped craft  on Highway 7l- ,  headed toward Robeson county and

Red Springs, Ro\"t fand Pol ice of f icer James Lewis reported with-

out detai l  an unident i f ied object north of  Rovr land over High-

way 3Ol,  headed NW. Sight ings were cal led in short ly af ter

by numerous pr ivate ci t izens in the Cumberland and Sampson

County areas.

TActual data for
exists that some
was of a casua]

this interval
of  the radio

nature and was

are unavai lable.  The probabi l j - ty
talk concerning UFOS at th is t ime

unmotivated by actual  s ight ings.
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At 01 :00 Fr iday morning (Apri l -  4),  an uni-c lent i f ied man

cal led the Robeson County Sheri f f 's  Department to report  a

Iarge white l ight heading toward N.C. 710 north of  Rowl-ani l .

Ten minutes later and 75 mi l -es to the northeast,  in Sampson

County, Officer John Hayes of the Newton Grove. Police DePart-
ment had been alerted by the Sampson County Sheri f f 's  Department
that numerous phone cal-1s from ci t izens, as wel l  as deputy
reports,  indicated that a UFO was headed in his direct ion. Hayes

was on patrol  of f  U.S. 13 near rural  paved road {*1703. He stopped
his car and turned off  the l ights and engine. An object passed

direct ly overhead. The cei l ing was unl imited and the vis ibi- l i ty

was seven mi1es. " I  got outsj-de the car then and est imated the
object to be 300 to 400 feet high. The only sound I  was able to

hear was a very sl ight humming noise. r  not iced a grayish-blue
glow around the outer edges of the thing, and also noted that
the craf t  was moving extremely s1ow.. .much too slow for any

conventional aircraft. " In the two minutes he was able to ob-

serve the object,  Off icer Hayes could clear ly make out a V-shaPed

structure, a ser ies of  l ights under each side, and a large spot-
l ight on the front ( t r ' ig.  4).  Hayes also stated that the object

made a f1at,  as opposed to a banked, turn.

At 0I :30 Pol iceman Ernest Haggin and two passengers were
on a rural  road north of  St.  Pauls when they spobted a f ly ing

V-shaped object.  Haggin stopped and gc+- cut of  the car.  The

outstandinq features were a large white spot l ight in f ront and

rows of red and green l ights along the edges. The al t i tude was

est imated to be 200 feet;  the distance to the object to be 500

feet. It appeared somewhat bigger than a car and was moving not

less than 50 mph, "It was comj-ng directly toward me when
sudden ly  i t  t u rned  sha rP1y . . . i t  d idn ' t  bank . . . and  s ta r ted
toward Fayettevi l le.  I  started to chase i t  in the patrol

I  got up to 70 mph, unt i l  I  was r ight beside i t ,  and then

heading
car .
i t

i tstarted to pick up speed. I  got up to 100 mph, and then
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just  lef t  real  fast .  I  v iewed the object for about eight
minutes, and I  never heard i t  make any sound, except when i t
turned and made a tshhhr type of noise. "

Robeson County Special Deputy William Halstead was
driv ing south along Route 301 at 01:45 with three other lawmen
when a report came over the radio from the Rowland Police Depart-
ment of  a UFO heading north near Route 301. "A few seconds later
I  saw i t  myself ,  "  Halstead said.  " I  stopped the car,  got out,
and looked through binoculars at  i t  for  about 30 seconds. I t
seened to have a V-shaped body that I could make out because a
large br ight l ight on the front of  i t  i l luminated the per imeter
of the object.  I t  was bet$reen 200 and 300 feet in al t i tude, and
it remained stationary for about fifteen seconds before moving
off  rapidly without making any sound. "  Halstead descr ibed the
object as "big as an average car.  "  The three other men in the
car were unimpressed by the object,  according to Halstead.

An object matching this descr ipt ion vras seen in Rowland,
15 mi les south of  Halsteadrs posi t ion, a minute and a hal f  af ter
h i s  s igh t i ng .

Before midnight on Thursday night, Reverend. Evander
Parnell had been al-one in his home in Lumberton monitoring the
pof ice radio.  I t  occurred to him that he knew "a good place
for UFO watching,"  so he d.rove out to a si te in open country
about eight mi les erest of  Lumberton on Rt.  74. Rev. Parnel l
was parked about 90 minutes before he made his observat ion" At
0l :45 on Fr iday morning he saw a "very luminous yel lowish-white
l ight,  about the same size as the moon but br ighter than the
moonr " which appeared "out of nowhere " and seemed to go down in
the wood.s about a hal f -mi le.  f rom his posi t ion" The l ight"  which
was sound.Less, increased in intensi ty as i t  descended, l ight ing
up the woods " l ike they was on f i re.  "  The l ight came to a dead
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stop, apparently on the ground, then after a few seconds it
r rent out.  Parnel l  never observed the l ight ascending. He fel t

that the UFO di .d have some form--"I t  vtas not just  a l ight.  "8

The next reported sight ing of  a V-shaped object was by
Mr. James Ed. Floyd, at  the Alamac Knit t ing Mi] I .  Mr.  Floyd
made four observat ions, each on a di f ferent date,  and for
purposes of comparison they are grouped separately,  below.

The V-shaped object at  Noon

The onJ-y known dayl ight observat ion of  a V-shaped object
occurred next,  on Fr iday noon near Jacksonvi l le,  North Carol ina,
100 mi les east of  Lumberton. The sky was clear with 1i9ht
scattered cumulus clouds, wind gust ing up to 50 knots.  At

o
] -2220 ,  Mrs .  Ann  S . , -  t he  w i fe  o f  a  Mar ine  Corps  o f f i ce r ,  had
just opened the drapes in her suburban home, and wag watching trdo
seagul ls j -n f l ight.  Suddenly a v-shaped craft  f ly ing almost in
l ine with the gul ls caught her at tent j -on. The craf t  was a br ight
non-ref lect ive white with no vis ible seams or ports.  I t  was
heading into the wind at an est imated speed of 80 to 100 mph.
She f l rst  s ighted the craf t  f ly ing from east to west.  I t  then
changed to a Nw heading, f lew hor izontal ly toward a cloud, then
f le\^r  straight up, disappearing into the cloud as the cloud
passed over i . t  (Fig.  5).  The craf t  seemed to "s1ip" f rom one
alt i tude to another.  There was a sl ight hest iat ion but not a
fu11 stop as i t  changed f l ight Path from hor j-zontal  to vert ical  .
As i t  f lew up into the cloud i ts speed increased to apProxi-

a
"The above informat ion was obtained in a phone conversat ion I
had with Parnel l  on october 21 ,  L975. I t  conf l icts with Lee
Speigel 's account of  his or ig inal  interview with ParneLl soon
after the event,  in which Parnel l  a l legedly stated " I  saw a
br ight ly l i t  object r i .se up from behind the trees, making no
no ise .  I t  r ose  to  abou t  300  fee t  and  headed  eas t  rea l  f as t . "
o'She has requested that her name not be used.
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mately 200 mph. I ts alt i tude, while in horizontal f l ight, was
estimated at 1500 feet; the horizontal distance could have been
as much as one-fourth mile when f irst seen, but the object was
almost direct ly overhead when i t  entered the cloud. Mrs. S. is
very familier with all kinds of aircraft, and felt that any
conventional aircraft would have been audible from inside the
house under these circumstanceE. She estimated that the obiect
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